
Honors English II 

Summer reading 2019-2020 

 
Welcome to Honors English II!  Over the summer, you will closely read and annotate one 

nonfiction novel and one classic fiction novel.  Use a highlighter, post-its, and/or direct notation 

in the book to demonstrate your connection to the text and be sure to focus on the Guided 

Questions.  You may take notes and answer the questions on separate paper as well. We will be 

using the annotations to guide discussions about important themes, observations, and questions.  

Annotations will be collected within the first days of school. 

Annotations will be reviewed and graded using the “Rubric for Guided Question Notes” on page 

2.  PLEASE NOTE that you will not receive a passing grade if your book is not sufficiently 

annotated.  Simply highlighting random passages is not sufficient!  Your annotations must make 

it clear to me that you not only read the entire book, but that you interacted with it thoroughly 

along the way. 

At the start of the school year we will be discussing your comments and the answers to the 

guided questions, as well as some other themes from these works.  A major assignment will be 

given based on each of these literary works during the first term.  Failure to read and complete 

the above assignment will have a major impact on your 1
st
 term grade.  Successful 

completion of this assignment will ensure that you begin the year on a positive note.  The rubric 

for notes/annotations is on the back of this paper. 

 

As you read and annotate, please focus on the questions below: 

 

Maus I by Art Spiegelman (Nonfiction):  Annotations are due on the first day of 

school (quiz grade).  We will be spending approximately 3 weeks on this unit.   

Note: Because you are reading a graphic novel, you may not want to actually write in your book.  

It is okay handwrite or type notes on separate sheets of paper; however, you must be sure to 

have specific references to page numbers and panels.  Writing down vague descriptions and 

unclear notes is not sufficient and will not receive a passing grade. 

1.  Survival:  Many of the characters in Maus I go through experiences that test their ability to 

survive.  Annotate any of these experiences. What traits do you think enabled Vladek to survive 

events in which the overwhelming majority of Jews were killed? How have these experiences of 

survival affected Vladek’s future? How have experiences of survival affected the lives of other 

characters?   

2.  Characters:  Maus I is filled with complex characters.  Annotate anything in the graphic novel 

that reveals their personality, any changes in their personality, and their relationship to other 

characters in the novel.   



3.  Graphics:  How do the graphics and visuals of Maus I contribute to its meaning?  In what 

ways do Spiegelman's drawings help us visualize things that words alone, or more "realistic" 

images, might be unable to portray? How does Maus I differ, both in its subject matter and visual 

format, from other comic books you may have read? 

 

To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee (fiction): Annotations for TKAM will not be 

due until sometime in October.  We will be reviewing this book after we cover Maus I and 

Night (not a summer reading book).  However, it is important that you have this book read and 

annotated by the time we begin the unit. 

1.  Themes:  Throughout the book, make notes of the lessons that Scout or Jem (or both) learn 

about themselves, their community, or life in general.  While reading, it is important to keep in 

mind that this novel is about growing up, and growing up is about learning lessons. (You should 

have at least 10-15 of these spread throughout the book.) 

2.  Characters:  A.  Characterize the Finch family:  Jem, Scout, and Atticus.  Are they static?  

Dynamic?  Does any character change over the course of the play?  Explain.  B.  How do 

supporting characters (like Dill, Aunt Alexandria, Tom Robinson, Boo Radley, Bob Ewell and 

any others) add to our understanding of the Finch family members? 

3.  Symbolism:  Lee uses symbolism to help the readers understand the play. Make note of any 

symbols and explain what they reveal and how they help the readers better understand the play. 

 

RUBRIC FOR GUIDED QUESTION NOTES 

3 EXEMPLARY   

Student asks meaningful questions, makes relevant personal connections, and takes 

thorough notes consistently throughout the novel based on the guided questions provided 

by the teacher.  The responses demonstrate critical analysis with little plot summary. 

2 PROFICIENT   

To a certain extent, student asks questions and makes personal connections.  However, 

guided question notes are not thorough or as consistent throughout the novel.  Notes are 

based more on plot summary than critical analysis. 

1 NEEDS IMPROVEMENT   

Student asks some questions and makes a few personal connections.  However, there is 

little evidence of note taking, active reading, or critical analysis.   

0 UNSATISFACTORY    

Student makes little or no attempt to ask questions, make personal connections, take 

notes, or think critically. 



 

 

 

 

 


